Wound care basics for the pharmacist.
Elderly skin is prone to wounds as a result of age-related changes and comorbidities such as diabetes and vascular disease. Wound healing is a complex process that can become compromised, leading to the development of chronic, nonhealing wounds in a frail elderly patient. Pharmacists and other practitioners who care for the elderly should be attuned to the wound-healing process and to the types of medications and wound care products available to aid healing.